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i. The types of srmored units most frequently found are the heavy ai mored brigade, 
the armored brigade, and the assault artillery group. 
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The heavy armored brigade is directly subordinate to the hig! command of the 
front and is only temporarily placed under an army, & corps «r a division, 
These brigades are equipped with heavy tanks of the JS (Josef Stalin) type, 
The brigade always enters into combat as a complete unit and under the persone] 
comand cf the commander. It is in radio contact with other tank units ag 
well as with the sommander of the troops in the area where ti « brigade is opex- 
ating. The area commander orders the time and place of stte: t, but the details 


of the operation are left to the discretion of the brigade ¢ wnander. After 
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the initial break-through the regular armored brigades are +t] sown into the 
breach te be followed by the motorised infantry and the regu.sr infantry. The 
Reavy armored brigade retires to the rear where it remains t. awaib thovenent 
to a new sector. 


The armored brigade is equipped with T-3), tanks which can carry 30 men. If 

the tanks meet resistance, part of.:. the crew dismount and prevent the enemy 
infantrymen from approaching the tank. Those crewmen who rer ain in the tank 
fire in the direction of the objective. When the advance her been accomplished, 
a combined attack of infantry and tanks is begun, 


The artillery assault groups, which are mobile artillery units, are organized 
to creat a base of fire in the front line from which to bombe vd eneny positiors 
in support of the armored units. 


Combat Tactics of Armored Units 


2. in the preparation of combat plans for an infantry battalion,rei: forced by tanks 
and assault artillery on an open terrain, it is necessary to take into account 
the following points: 
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Tanks operate about 200 meters in front of the infantry. Th task is to 
annihilate the enemy foree and to attack the enemy's sources fire by tank 
fire and by encirclement and flanking maneuvers. 
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b. The assault artillery pieces move along with the infantry and knock out the 
sources of enemy fire which hinder the infantry's advance. 


if the battalion is reinforced by assault artillery only, that artillery must 
support the infantry by fire, knock out the enemy force, asll .s liquidate 
the sources of enemy fire which hinder the infantry's advance. 


During attacks on wooded terrain, the tanks or the assault artillery operae 

in smaller groups in close association with the infantry and under the watchful 
protection of the infantry. Good marksmen equipped with automaticarms ought to 
be placed at the disposal of the men as protection. ; 


When the sources of enemy fire, which have iuspeded the infantry’ advance have 

been discovered, the tanks and the assault artillery advance and knock out t hese 
nests. In certain cases, especially when there are open passages within the forest, 
the tanks can move in front of their infantry in order to clear the way and for , 
observation and firing purposes. 


At the beginning of an attack the tanks advance in the form of e chain with the lght 
tanks at the head to discover the position of the enemy's anti- «ak guns. Later 

the tanks will have to acvance more cautiously. Ifa break-thri .« is achieved, 

attention must be given to the expected direction of the counter. attack. In 

preparatior two or three tanks should be placed on the flanks of the break—thr oug)! 

in order to guard against the counter-attack. As a rule the bre ‘--through is 
extended in the form ef a long and narrow angle which is gradual. widened by other 

tanks and infantry. The Russians quickly entrench themselves an! thelr tanks 

in the terrain. 


After considerable losses during the war the Russians became mor. -rudent and often 
kept their tanks in the rear as a support to the infantry and to «rve as a base 

of fire. Often too, the assault artillery is used as a mobile b se of fire, 
especially after a break-through by the tanks. 


Anti-Tank Defense 
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Effect of various arms on armored vehicles. Light artillery piec are not effect:.ve 
azainst the armor or the new models, although a few lucky shots: ~° have a consid:r~ 
able effect if fired at sensitive points, such as the periscope; ‘Ne slits for tar 
guns of the tank, the wheels, etc. Light grenades are very eff. ve against the 
infantry in the tanks. If the grenade is thrown somewhat vertic ..y against the 
roof or the floor (when the tank is turned upside down or in the ocess of going 
over obstacles), it will have considerable effect. 


a. The 72.6 mm artillery gun is an excellent anti-tank piece wh i p@~mpces ever. 
modern armor except in the specially reinforced places. The bast hit is a vai 
tical one. ‘The gun, however, is a little too heavy which m |. it difficult 
to change position and gain tactical mobility. 


b. Trench mortars are an excellent weapon for short distance cobat (up to 150 
meters). They are light, and mobile and are easily adaptabl %o terrain and 
are effective against all types of tanks except against the ™“ontal armor 
which is specially reinforced. The bazookas, the "scourge o the tanks" are 
effective against all models except the reinforced parts. Tie are lighter and 
more mobile than the trench mortars. Eoth weapons are very ‘sourate and eat’ 
to manage. 


c.- Hand grenades are effective against the weak parts of a tank. %specially the 
roof and the floor. A special method is to place a grenade -1 the projecting 
rear part of the turret which will either be blown off er wil], lose its 
power of movement. 


d. ‘tanks and assault artillery can engage in profitable duels vi *: their enemy. 
counterparts. In such a case it is necessary to fall upon.it flank or back 
of the tank wiere it is the weakest. tne frontal assault is © least favorile 
since all modern tanks are fortified with specially reinforc.cd frontal armor, 
and the construction of the tank makes the vertical strcke &ifficult. 
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bisposition oi) defensive weapo 5. saapons whir: cre employed in the front lines 
during the enemy artitlery see earanent suffer sevious losses and at the critical 
swoment are of no use or can not be moved to the decisive spots. It is most necess= 
ary Toraieqvate cefense against tanks to furnish wach group with 1 mobile reserve, 
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well as to organize each group in sufficient cepth to withstar 1 losses. 


The trench mortars; have tc be ket in prot sted spaces or in unkers and ari 
utilized when th: artiller fire is withdr wn ti: the rear. Jie majority of 
these weapons sh wuld be re sained as mobile res:ive against the tanks. Their 
positions ought so be conssructscd so that “irire in alt directions is possible. 
The reserve ought to be er sloye«. only in tie direction of the greatest danger: 
and if the bazoc'sas have 1 9t succeeded in stopping the attack. 


The heavy pieces (76.2 mm shoud act as . resurve in the event of a break- 
through, especially to pr tect ‘the rear. 


Those pieces fired fron ractors oucht to fire only a far rounds from one posi-~ 
tion; a frequent chang: of posifion i: indispensable. ‘he tractors ought 

to remain near the art! .lery pie-ves. Protected positiors 
ought to be corstrucie for thosa pieces thich ere fired fim the tractors. 

In urgent cases an op . position, which : 5 protegted from splinters, can be 
usede : 


Combat positions ou; t not to be chosen to near the route of tie attack, sirce 
the weapons will be “ring on the strong frontal exior of tit tarks which is 
the least vulneral)< spot. Insteaa posi’ ons ousht to be tabun wleng the 
sides where the wi.-k jateral armor aan ve hit. the nieces ouzrt to be placec 
in pairs in order «; increase the quichne:s of fire end the eventual losses 

of the enemy. Chaise of defense positions should be goverrec hy the nature 

of the terrain. “‘ tural obstacles. gue: a rocks, water and trees, Lim\t the 


movement of tanks .nd make defense ‘eas Io 


Obstructions ough! bo be constructed along wie route of th, attack near tho 
artillery positior:: so that the tanks car ‘‘e fired uoon fron close rane. 
These obstruction: should be constantly walcl ed by infantr: men to see that 
they are not de toyed by mines. If the inf ntry detachnmenvs are armed 
with anti-tank c'ins they can at the opportury: moment erwage in combat with 
the enemy tanks wiile they are embroiled in she obstructions. 


Mines should be paced all along the route, particularly ir open places. In 
defiles and giade: eivzht or ten mines make an adequate obsu.cuction. 


The defense cous ought to be conesntra’ 2d and employed as entire units. 
Separate arms ought ‘not to be employ 2d exept behind the front as protection 
for comaand p sts, .rtillery posts, supp-y dumps, etc. This collaboration wth 
other defense we: pois, as Well as the prep ration of several reserve positiom, 
assures the full ci .loyment of the bazooka at the proper t?.1c. 


When choosing a}orLtion of fire it is ne essary to take inte account: 


(1) a good fiel «ff fire, at least 150 net rs if possible in several dire: tions 
(2) protection ‘rcia enemy five ari observa’ ion . 
(3) position fe «rable for tae managing ar employment of weapons 
(4) proximity ‘o reserves 

Preparations fe:. combat should consist of the following: 


(1) All object: which impede the management, the opening of fire and the load- 
ing of wea xons &hould be renoved. 


(2) In clearing the field of fire it is necessary to consider the are of tha 
route of the projectile. 


(3) The position of fire should be carefully camouflaged, but not in a mann ar 
to iispede fire. 


(4) The following distances should be measured and marked on the terrains 
150 meters <xreatest distance for imnobile targets 


Aae pe tade SEER es se ay oe targets 
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j- In order to obtain the sreatest effect with the minimum of amtunition, fire 
ought to be opened agairst those targets which are most dangerous for the 
weapons themselves, or against those targets which are dangerous from the point 
of view of protecting support. The position ought to be chang 2d as goon as 
the enemy has discovered the first position, when its effectivaness has been 
lessened because of enemy fire, or if the change of position coffers great 
advantages. 


k. The chief of the group chooses the positions of fire and of reserve, but in 
the gourse of battle when thei various groups becowe isolated t y must choose 
and change their positions in accordance with the situation. ‘ring the de- 
fense the comwnder's place isregularly with the most importa: arm, the 
activity of which he directs personally. The chief of the gr - indicates to 
the isolated weapons their targets and coordinates the fire. ace c lose 
contact with the lcader of the group is difficult during comb sonditions, it 
is necessary that his instructions be complete at the beginni: so that the 
gunners can act independently if the need arises. The openin, - fire ought 
uenerally to be left to the discretion of the gunners. The ch +f of the grour: 
should keep close watch on the use of munition and order the bringing up of 
extra supplies “hould they be needed. Ye is responsible for © - cooperation 
of his group with the other defensive arms azainst tanks and ci mers. 


During the combat the bazooka group should observe and hold their sosition in 
coordination with the other defensive arns. Contact with the ener ‘vill be main= 
tained through patrols who observe the route of march and the stre» sh and the 
tanks of the enemy and who make a report from time to timo. The v « of bazookas 

is calculated as a surprise, since positions of this sort can not . held against 
an attack prepared in advance. If it is realized that the enemy - o.reparing 

an attack against the position it must be evacuated. One or two > ols will 

be left behind with the task of fighting the infantry and the engi «ers who 

remove the mines. The groups of bazookas will be employed in the . “tack as defense 
against the enemy counter~attacks. 


Smoke camouflage for defensc acainst tanks 
ee eee ee 


a. Smoke will be employed as defense against tanks in order to si - a tank, in 
order to prevent point-blank fire fro: an immobilized tank or throw off the. 
fire, and to isolate a tank from others or from the guns whicl e supporting 
its advances 


b. when smoke is employed, it is hoped to create a sort of blindr -:; so that-the 
tank comes completely into the cloud of smoke. The blindness “ies as such 
a surprise that the opponents can fire profitably at once befo. » the tank can 
recover itself and take counter-measures. A tank in operaticr on be hoped 
to take in so much smoke that the equipment breaks down. Unde he protection 
of the smoke the men of the defense can come close to the tank -d destroy 
it by explosive charges. 
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the revelation of its conter ts in any 
manner to an unauthorized p« «son is 
prohibited by law. 


SUPRETACONTROL 


U.S. OFFICIALS ONLY 


‘CONFIDENTIAL 


Approved For Release 20001086 : -RDP82-00457R000900160001-8 


